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he avowed to Johnstone were mere pretexts which
may have actuated his three colleagues, hut were not
felt by himself. He would not refuse a reprieve merely r
to screen Hastings without a strong motive, but where
was Impey's motive ? None can be suggested. Assume,
however, that there was such a motive. Still the execu-
tion of Nuncomar was not necessary. Hastings would
have been screened quite as effectually and without any
risk at all by a different course. If the Court had
respited Nuncomar and had recommended that he should
be pardoned on condition of being imprisoned for five
years, and paying a fine of l a lakh of rupees, Hastings
would have been protected as effectually as by his death.
Nuncomar's credit would have been utterly destroyed,
and there is every reason to suppose that, as it was, he^
had told all he knew, if indeed he had not told a great
deal more than he knew. In the six weeks which for
some unexplained reason passed before his execution he
saw whom he pleased, and could make whatever com-
munications about Hastings' misdeeds he thought proper.
Besides Hastings was at the time in a most precarious
position. 2In the following spring Lord North used
every effort to get him recalled, and the Court of
Proprietors refused to recall him only by a very small
majority. A judicial murder in favour of a man so
situated could not screen Hastings, but might if Hastings
was recalled ruin Impey. To suppose that out of mere
friendship Impey tried to serve a falling man by treacher-
ously murdering his enemy is to ascribe to him on the
one hand romantic generosity, and on the other the
meanest and most cowardly cruelty.

1  He had got Rs. 69,000 by the forgery.

2  For the details see Gleigii. 58, especially McLeane's letter to Hastings,
25th June, 1776.